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Introduction: I was riding my motorcycle recently on a county road close to our


house, a road I used to travel occasionally, but this time when I was about


halfway through it I came upon a roadblock with signs explaining that the 


bridge up ahead was out. I had to turn around and return home another way. 


But imagine what would have happened to me if these barriers hadn’t been 


there or if I had ignored them and had kept going the same way.


 I very possibly would have plunged to my death or at least serious injury.


The heavenly Father wants no one to go to Hell and has by His grace placed

many barriers to keep us from plunging into the abyss.

1. Barrier 1- The Bible

a. “I have no pleasure in the  death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn

from his way and live.” (Ezekiel 33:11) God loves you and it is not 

His will that you die in your sin. The Bible and its truth is a barrier to 

keep you from plunging into Hell.

b. Luke 16, verses 19-31, tells of the reality of Hell and the suffering going

on there today. The entire book of Romans warns of the horrors of 

Hell to keep you from dying without God.

2. Barrier 2- The Servants of God

a. The Prophets: “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 

name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

(Acts 10:43)

b. Paul wrote the book of Romans, among other books, that people might

know the truth and not go to Hell.

c. Every believer today is either a barrier or a bridge to hell. Paul was a 

barrier. What are you?

3. Barrier 3- Prayer

a. Believers prayers could be the only thing keeping you out of hell right

now. “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears

are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them

that do evil.” (1Peter 3:12)

b. “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they

might be saved.” (Romans 10:1) 






James says, “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth

much.” (James 5:16b)

4. Barrier 4- The Gospel

a. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God

unto salvation, to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also

to the Greek.”(Romans 1:16) Paul says the Gospel is dunamis,


(dynamite), the power of God.

b. “And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.”

(Luke 4:32) There have never been, are being now, nor will ever be 

any saved except by the Gospel. It is God’s word, spoken by 


believers, received by sinners, yearned for by the angels.

It is, “The Good News”

5. Barrier 5- God’s Goodness

a. Romans 2:4 shows us the very heart of God. “The goodness of God 


leadeth thee to repentance.”

c. God loves you. He doesn’t want to smell the stench of burning sinners.

In fact He, “is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)

Conclusion: If you die without God, without believing in Christ, you will go to

hell. But if you do, you will have to go through all the barriers that God 

has set up. Safeguards God has put in place to keep you out: The Bible, The Servants of God, Prayer, The Gospel, and the Love of God.

 

